9/11 USA PROJECT

Unity * Strength * Allegiance
On September 11, 2002, the Travis County Sheriffs’ Law Enforcement Association (TCSLEA) will coordinate a series of memorial events to commemorate last year’s horrific tragedy.  The Austin Association of Professional Firefighters (AAPFF) will be working with TCSLEA to provide our community with a day of remembrance.

The 9/11 USA Project will recognize the men and women of law enforcement, firefighters, Emergency Medical Services and other emergency personnel who serve our community.  TCSLEA and AAPFF will host New York firefighters and police officers that were at the World Trade Center on September 11, 2001.

These firefighters and police officers will be in Austin several days before the events and available to the media for interviews and the school district for special appearances and speeches.

Other agencies, organizations, and businesses currently involved with this growing project are:

City of Austin

United States Army

Fraternal Order of Police

Austin Police Association

Texas Department of Public Safety / Capitol Police

Austin/Travis County EMS Employee’s Association

Texas National Guard

Austin Convention and Visitors Bureau

Hill Partners Management Company, Inc.

Holiday Inn – Town Lake

Harvard Technologies

JRG Communications, Inc.

The following is the itinerary of the day’s events.  Each of the planned events is open to the public and is projected to draw significant crowds.

September 11, 2002

Firefighters Memorial Service

Austin Association of Professional Firefighters

Old Fire Training Tower - North Shore of Town Lake
7:30 to 8:30 a.m.

The memorial service will include bagpipes, a City of Austin Proclamation and the ringing of a fire bell followed by a moment of silence at 7:46 a.m. (the time the first plane hit the World Trade Center).  The names of fallen local firefighters will be read aloud.  Elected officials, representatives of the Travis County Sheriff’s Law Enforcement Association, the Austin Police Association and other law enforcement agencies will be present at this opening ceremony.

Public Memorial Service

Travis County Sheriffs’ Law Enforcement Association

Texas State Capitol

Police Memorial

11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Plans for this activity include a Military Color Guard, a rifle company, an elementary school choir, a bagpipe corps of firefighters, state elected officials and a fly-by of military aircraft in the missing man formation. This ceremony is projected to have hundreds of attendees.  Staging and a sound system will be utilized to accommodate the expected crowd.

Memorial Parade

TCSLEA and AAPFF

Congress Avenue Bridge to Texas State Capitol

7:30  p.m.

Two ladder companies of the Austin Fire Department will extend their ladders to form an arch in the middle of Congress Avenue. The procession will be lead by color guards, the firefighter bagpipe corps, elected officials, VIPs and event sponsors.

Every law enforcement agency, fire department and Emergency Medical Service units in the state of Texas will be invited to send representatives to Austin to participate in the evening parade.

A long line of emergency response vehicles will silently roll up Congress Avenue with their lights turned on. Downtown Austin will be flooded with a bright glow of red, blue and amber lights.  As the procession reaches the State Capitol grounds, the emergency units will stop at the front gates of the State Capitol.  

Candlelight Vigil

Texas State Capitol - South steps

8:30 to 10:00 p.m.

The Travis County Sheriffs’ Law Enforcement Association members, standing shoulder to shoulder with the Austin Association of Professional Firefighters, will hold a candlelight vigil on the South steps of the Texas State Capitol.

The public will be invited to join police officers and firefighters from all over Texas for the candlelight vigil.  Representatives of TCSLEA and AAPFF will make brief closing remarks.  The memorial activities of September 11, 2002 will end with the playing of Taps.


All of the events are open to the public free of charge.

For additional information or sponsorship opportunities, please contact:

9/11 USA Project

811 Barton Springs Road

Suite 215

Austin, Texas 78704

512/479-8900
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